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SAN DIEGO HARBOR SAFETY COMMITTEE 
Full Committee Meeting 

 
DATE:  November 16, 2005 
TIME:  10:00 AM- 11:30 AM 

   PLACE: Port District of San Diego 
     Administration Building 
     3165 Pacific Highway, San Diego, CA  92101 
     First Floor Training Room 
 
Minutes 
I. Introductions 

Voting Members: Capt. Debra Marks, Mr. Sterling Stires, Capt. Rich Goben, Ms. Robin 
Blanchfield, Mr. Steve Frailey, Mr. Jim Peugh, Capt. Corliss Nugent, Mr. Paul Libuda, Mr. Jim 
Penny 
 
Non-Voting Liaisons and Visitors: Mr. Gerry Wheaton,  Ms. Cara Roderick, Mr. Drew Cheney, 
BMC Eric Carroll, Mr. Don Montoro, Ms. Elizabeth Studebaker, Mr. David Rodin, Dr. Walter 
Nordhousen, Mr. Philip Weiss 

 
II. Agenda Review 

Approved as Submitted 
 

III. Minute Review: September 21, 2005  
a. Motion to approve the minutes as submitted, Mr. Jim Peugh.  Second, Mr. Steve 

Frailey. 
Unanimous approval - Motion carries 

 
IV. Unusual/Near Miss Incidents 

a. Mr. Peugh: Impulse fog in Mission Bay, dangerous for boaters. 
b. Dr. Nordhousen: OSPR recently conducted an experiment about 3 miles 

southwest of Pt. Loma to track dispersement of oil spills.  The team used dye in 
place of oil to detect dispersed oil plooms.  Goal is to learn how dispersed oil 
behaves (using high-frequency radar) and to predict movement of oil plooms.  
The study included overhead aircraft to detect movement.  

 
V. USCG, San Diego Sector Update – Chief Eric Carroll 

a. Chief Carroll: Update on Marine events.  San Diego’s Annual Parade of Lights 
Festival will take place on Dec. 11 & 18 (approx 4pm to 10pm).  Events include 
fireworks at Shelter Island. Coast Guard will set up a moving safety zone to 
direct traffic.   

b. LCDR Cheney: Coast Guard will be sending a letter to marine event hosts and 
vendors to stress the importance of obtaining an Event Permit early.  The goal is 
to establish increased awareness about regulatory restrictions & timeframe for 
applications. 

c. LCDR Cheney: Temporary Final Rule on 100 gross tons notification expired this 
summer.  There is a proposal to make the rule final.  The district commander 
signed the final rule after public comment period.  The new rule will be listed in 
the Final Register in one week, and will be in the Code of Federal Regulations 
next year.   
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VI. Pocket Charts – Mr. Gerry Wheaton 
a. NOAA response team (NRT6) will be working in San Diego with Coast Guard & 

Army Corps of Engineering starting February 1. NRT6 will need a working base 
location for 4-6 months, including capacity for a 32’ office trailer, a boat slip, 
phones, computers, etc.  

b. Pocket Charts, a smaller version of the San Diego Bay chart, have been printed & 
are available through NOAA for the small boating community.  NOAA will 
accept ongoing edits to the pocket charts.  Intended to be used as a reference; not 
a legal document. 

 
VII. Proposed Tug Escort Regulation Changes – Mr. Jim Penny 

a. Power Point presentation, presented by Mr. Jim Penny.   
b. All Harbor Safety Committees in California must approve the Tug Escort 

Regulations to ensure continuity of regulations throughout the state.   
 

VIII. Vote on Revised Tug Escort Regulations  
a. Motion to accept ETAT Proposal for the bollard testing required for the state of 

CA, Sterling Stires.  Second, Ms. Robin Blanchfield. 
Unanimous approval - Motion carries 

 
IX. Review America’s Cup Harbor Speed Limit Buoy Draft Letter     

a. Navigation Safety & Piloting Subcommittee drafted a letter to be sent the Port of 
San Diego, US Coast Guard, US Navy and the Dept. of Boating and Waterways. 

i. Minor edits made to the original language. 
 

X. Vote on Reviewed Letter regarding Speed Limit Buoys  
a. Motion to approve the letter, with edits, Mr. Steve Frailey.  Second, Mr. Jim 

Penny 
Unanimous approval - Motion carries 

 
XI. OSPR Update – Ms. Cara Roderick 

a. Ms. Roderick provided info from the State Air Resources Board's (ARB) Staff 
regarding a proposed a regulation that would apply to auxiliary engines on ocean-
going vessels out to 24 nm offshore of the CA coastline. The regulation would 
require auxiliary engines to reduce their emissions of diesel PM, NOx, and SOx 
through the use of marine distillate fuels (MGO or MDO) or other emission 
control strategies starting on Jan 1, 2007.  More information is available at: 
http://www.arb.ca.gov/msprog/offroad/marinevess/marinevess.htm or contact 
Paul Milkey at (916) 327-2957 or email him at pmilkey@arb.ca.gov.   

b. OSPR will begin posting agendas, minutes and a membership roster for all SD 
HSC meetings.  In addition, the HS Plan will be available for viewing on that 
site.  Ms. Roderick will send a link to the website to the committee via Ms. 
Studebaker. 

c. Expiring membership slots.  Lisa Curtis is planning to attend the January 
meeting.   

 
XII. Sub-Committee Reports 

a. Education – Mr. Rob Hughes has sent an updated draft of the education brochure 
for the committee to review for printing.  OSPR needs good images of shipping 
areas, tugs, ships, commercial activity in the Port. Committee members should 
provide feedback to Capt. Marks and Ms. Studebaker. 
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b. Navigation Safety & Piloting – No Report 
c. Offshore Moorings – No Report  

 
XIII. Public Comment 

Comment about an unusual incident regarding an unseaworthy vessel.  A barge was 
taken at night from Long Beach Harbor, headed for Ensenada.  The barge was found 
off the coast of San Diego.   
 

XIV. Staff and Liaison Announcements 
None 

 
XV. Next Meeting 

Full Committee: Wednesday, January 25, 2006 
 
XVI. Adjourn  

a. Motion to adjourn meeting at 11:30am, Mr. Sterling Stires. Second, Capt. Debra 
Marks 

Unanimous approval - Motion carries 
 


